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NEWS FROM SYDNEY 


On Saturday August 19th, Peter Harwin organised a most successful and 
unusual event — The Sydney Highways and Byways Run. A dozen cars filled with 
experts on the historic monuments of Sydney set off from Macquarie Place 
hastily reading a question sheet which required the entrants to write down 
such information as — Between what years did the Redcoats of the Queen's Own 
Regiment attend the Garrison Church?, When was the Royg) Exchange established?, 
What are persons not allowed to do at The Gap? and so on. The information 
could be found by visiting 50 pleces no further apart than Mosman and Watson's 
Bay. In finding them we covered some attractive back streets and had fine 
views over the harbour. Alas some of us spent too long looking for too few 
landmarks and returned to the Art Gallery to hand in unfinished sheats, It 
was quite clear that careful planning and not fast driving would have been the 
secret to success. 


After the event some went on to a restaurant for dinner at which the results 
were calculated and announced. Tony Strachan and crew came first (winning 
two free dinners) and closely followed by the Lamrock family only four points 
behind. Well done, both of you and many thanks to Peter Harwin for working 
it all out. Sad to say he was on duty that afternoon and could not come al ong. 


The other event during the winter months was a weekend rally to Bowral at 
the invitation of the Alvis Car Club. Once agein this was thoroughly enjoyed 
by everyone although not as well supported as last year. Frank Meek and 
Graham Soderland report elsewhere under the heading -'Post Mortem of a Lost 
Week-end', 


NEXT EVENT 


On Sunday, December 3rd., there will be e short tour followwed by a visit 
to the "Rotolactor" automatic dairy at Menangle near Camden. This is a non— 
competitive family outing which we expect will be of interest to everyone. 

It is the last club event this year and the only one hetween now and February. 
There is no need to notify anyone of your intention to attend and for those that 
have not been able to get along to events recently, the picnic luncheon stop 
should provide a good opportunity to meet some new friends. 


Meet on Sunday morning on the Hume Highway at Bass Hill outside the 
“Skyline Drive-In. We will move off at 11 a.m. sharp so please plan to leave 
home soon after 10 a.m. Bring a picnic or Barbacue lunch and costume if you 
want a swim, 


THE ROUTE, Left at Henry Lawson Drive to Milperra. Right over Milperra 
Bridge. 1 mile up hill left turn at signpost to Hasssondville. At T junction 
left turn into Heathcote Road. Over Harris Creek, over Williams Creek and 
stop for lunch at Reserve at Deadman's Creek. 

If you are running late join us at Deadman's Creek on the road betwwen 
Liverpool and Heathcote on the Princes Highway. Fireplaces are available 
to cook on, there are pleanty of shadey trees and a cool stream to swim in, 

After lunch return over Williams Creek and Harris Creek to Hammondville. 
Left turn at Anzec Road. At Titalka Park T junction turn left into Greenhills 
Ave. At Cambridge Avenue right turn. At T left turn into Canterbury Road. 
At X=-roads and telephone box right turn into Fawcett Street. At railway left 
incline over bridge on Atchison Road. After dog leg right turn into Fields 
Road, Follow signposts to Campbelltown. Through Camphelltown,. Right turn 
at signpost Narellan 5. Go 200 yards only then left turn before railway 
signpost Menangle. Proceed to Menangle then right turn to ROTOLACTOR. 

After the visit some members plan to have tea at the Camden Vale Inn = wake 
your own reservations, Thence home from Camden by Hume Highway. 
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NEWS FROM SYDNEY 


CHRISTMAS DINNER 


The Annual Dinner of the N.S.W. Branch will be held on Friday, December 
22nd. at 7 p.m. Because of the tremendous popularity of this dane last 
year we have booked a private dining room for 100 persons at Oatlands House 
This is a lovely old colonial home overlooking Oatlands Golf Course in : 
Bettington Road, Dundas, near Parramatta. There is pleanty of parking space 
for large cars. The charge will be 35/- per person and this covers dinner 
and dancing but not refreshments, which can be provided by the wine ater. 
Members may be accompanied by friends who are interested in the club. 


Please send your cheque and request for tickets to Sandra G 
arrett, B 
G.P.0. Sydney, this week, rett, Box 1130, 


Cilgeds Js 


FROM 
avila tate I 
NEWS FROM MELBOURNE 


828 MILES IN TOP GEAR 


To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the London-to—Edinburgh run of 1911 
the Victorians staged a tour over a similar distance between 2nd and 5th 
September, 1961 travelling from Melbourne to Griffith in New South Wales, by 
way of Swan Hill and Balranald, returning through Lockhart, Deniliquin and 
Echuca. 


The tour included three Veteran Silver Ghosts accompanied by Owen Pailey's 
1955 Silver Dawn Automatic. The Silver Ghosts were Jim Cooper's 1914 Alpine 
Eagle, 40 YB, Fred Robinson's 1912 L-to-E replica, 1910E and 1915 Alpine Fagle 
6 TB owned by Claude Reilly, Jim Bickett and Bill Morgan of Geelong which 
joined in as far as Swan Hill. Passengers included Mrs. Bailey and Mrs. 
Robinson and independent (RACV members ) observers Stewart Middlehurst and 
Vic Caulfield. 


The two earlier Silver Ghosts completed this 828 mile tour, starting and 
running entirely in top gear. The indirect forward gears were blocked off 
to prevent accidental engagement end no difficulty vas found in maintaining 
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Graham Soderland's 
Rarker bodied 

20 H.P. participating 
in the Rowral Trial 


Dick Heher's 

1933 P 11 chassis 104 MS 
Another doubtful 
claimant to the 
continental marque 


Frank Perry's 1923 


Silver Ghost 87 LK at 
Echuca, Vic, 


Participants in The Top Gear Run to 
commemorate the 50th. Anniversary 


of The London to Edinburgh 
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‘the schedule. Starting in top gear with a warm motor at about 250 rep m. 

was achieved with less clutch slip than in a modern car in low gear, Exper— 
iments on a 1 in T gradient showed that top gear performance at speeds down to 
15 m.p.h. was more than adequate, the only danger being a slow moving semi-— 
trailer which on one steep hill reduced. speed below the minimum, 


Timed flying mile tests were also undertaken on the first day and the 
Silver Ghosts were clocked at various speeds from 65 m.p.h. to the top recorded 
speed of 70.6 m.p.h. by 1910E, The Silver Dawn was timed at 95 m.p.h. 


The 1911 tour extended over eight days at a speed of 20 m.p.h. when a fuel 
consumption of 24,32 m.p.g. was recorded. Time did not permit the eract 
duplication of this speed and the 1961 tour over four days was of necessity at 
speeds of 40 to 50 m.p.h. The best Silver Ghost fuel consumption for the 
whole tour was 16.4 m.p.g., but in a section of 85 miles at 30 m,pyh,, 18.9 
M.p.g- was achieved. On the fourth day a 20 m.p.h. run of 39 miles with 
light head winds gave only 16.8 m.p.ge Perhaps the added wind resistance of 
the windscreen (not fitted on 1911 L-to-E) made some difference, but more 
probably the human factor in selecting the setting for mixture and ignition 
controls was at fault. 


A fixed speed setting on all] Silver Ghosts from 1906-1925 is obtained by 
means of the centrifugal governor which is varied by “a third control lever on 
the steering column. If fixed to run at 30 m.p.h. this speed is maintained 
within close limits up and down hills as well as on the level, because a slight 
reduction in engine speed will result in a compensating .pull on the throttle 
linkage. Conversely, an increase in the engine speed when going down hill 
will reduce the throttle opening. This "no pedal" motoring was ideal for the 
open road with no traffic, but is not to be recommended for city traffic. 
Nowever, normal deceleration can be re-introduced for pedal control by a turn 
of the governor lever, 


This journey covered a most interesting cross-section of the Australian 
landscape from the lush river valleys and forest countries to the arid region 
between Balranald and Hay and then the beautiful Murrumbidgee River lined 
with magnificent gum trees and inviting grassy banks. The roads were mostly 
good bitumen, but from Hay to Darlington Point there are 40 miles under 
construction and awaiting sealing. The Shell touring guide description 
"chains needed after 70 pts. of rain" was no exaggeration, cars having been 
turned back on the previous day. But there was no difficulty in negotiating 
this horror stretch in the Ghosts, with their high ground clearance, and the 
scheduled 30 &.p.h. was maintained. 


As the cars entered with characteristic Rolls-Royce silence into the 
apparently deserted outback towns, crowds of young and old appeared from 
nowhere to gaze in awe at the unusual sight of veteran machinery. 


And whet did this journey prove? —- that Silver Ghosts, after travelling 
250,000 miles and more, still have good top gear performance, but that the 


amazing 1911 fuel consumption apparently cannot be repeated in these T+ litre 
cars. In any event, it was a good excuse for an enjoyable motoring holiday. 


F.M.R. 
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QUEENSLAND ROLLS ROYCES 
by Bill Fleming 


For some months now Adrian has been suggesting that I should write a few 
notes on Oueensland Rolls Royces and their owners (principally I feel to 
satisfy himself that they do exist) and so somewhat belatedly I have compiled 
this incomplete and rather inadecuate dossier. I do this for the general 
interest of club members and I do hope the Nueenslanders will forgive me. 
There is no intention of furnishing additional information to the firm of 
Nash-Hopkins, which basks in the protection of Section 92 of the Constitution 
and clandestinely spirits Rolls Royce motor cars south of these borders. 


The doyen of Queensland owners is of course Malcolm MacDonald, who for 
many years has owned the 20 h.p. tourer now in Sydney, the sale of which, 
speaking as a dentist, he has described as the quickest yet most painful 
extraction he has known. He has long been interested in Rolls Royces, and 
in fact spent his honeymoon in a borrowed 40/50 (and what better way could 
one spend a honeymoon?) and the only thing that prevented his owning one 
prior to the twenty was that stumbling block of most of us - lack of lolly. 
He is a past president of the Vintage Car Club of Queensland, and now owns 
a singularly desirable 3 litre Bentley. And of course he is the envy of 
us all with the very pretty 20/25 saloon previously owned by Dr. Liddle. 


David McPhee, a consulting engineer of Brisbane town, has a large wooden 
house up on stumps in the Queensland style, with the entire underneath-the— 
house littered with bits of motor car. If one were to sort out the pieces one 
would fine a 1909 Silver Ghost chassis, a 1921 Silver Ghost chassis, a 1912 
Ghost engine, and (can one forgive him?) a piece of Americana known as a 
veteraz Mitchell in process of restoration. However, you'll be happy to 
heer he has a true sense of values and the Rover 90 stands outside in the rain. 
He has the ideal enthusiasts wife and it was Joy who insisted he buy the 09 
chassis where it»lay under a Coolibah at Charleville. The admirable girl 
even makes a very good fist of polishing brass?! 


David has had anite a bad year. He decided some time ago to build a 
70 hep. ballooning replica on his 09 chassis, wrote to England and got some 
excellent photographs and considerable help from Rolls Royce, only to have to 
start all over again when George Green came out with his "Rogue", Then he 
went through a London to Edinburgh phase, but decided the Victorian club had 
made this style far too popular, and since the last Magazine came out with 
"Scherazade" on the cover he has been utterly confused? 


Eric and Pak Kilvert, who entertained us all magnificently at their 
house at Beenleigh when we had out first picnic run to Nerang, own a very 
stately dark green and black 20/25 of 1934 vintage. It is a seven-seater 
(and in the Kilvert family this means one off-spring still stands!) and is 
quite original. A complete engine over-haul has left it very tight and 
until recently it was reluctant to start other than by towing or pushing. 
With the available man-power at home this of course caused no problems, but 


necessitated some rather undignified RAC tow-truck rescues in more public 
placesé 


With a rather more modern salcom there is Dr.James Hart of Brisbane who 
has a delightful green 1952 Silver Dawn, immaculately kept, and I must confess 
under the bonnet puta my Ghost to shame. He and Mrs. Hart came down to - 
Nerang and we hope will join us on future outings, Mrs- Hart after an initial 
period of extreme trepidation, now: likes driving the Dawn very much, but 
complains that she usually gets landed with the working car, a massive Chevrolet 
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stet ico waggon, more than a handful for her, while the doctor sails of unconcern— 
ed in the Dawn, 


Peter Gargett, Brisbane Architect, has a black and yellow 20 h.p. coupe., 
with an upright! v'eed screen. It is really a delightful little car, and to 
point out a certain similarity with the wheel—-house of a harbour tug is certain 
to invite disapproving frowns. Peter is cuite chuffed at the moment on two 
counts, first he was over-all winner of the Banana Rally of the Vintage Car 
Club of Queensland to Murwillumbah which was really an excellent effort, and 
secondly his car was recently featured in the Sunday Mail with suite a write up 
and avec photo. I also entered in the Banana Rally (complete with a new and 
very handsome Auster screen) but suffered a fuel blockage which cost us every 
point we had accumulated. It was doubly humilitating of course to have every 
vintage car in Queensland pass us while the bonnet was up, In fact the 
President of the club was heard to dismiss an appeal against the severity of the 
road section of the trial with the comment that the only car he knew that had 
found the road too difficult was "that large green car with the shop window 
at the back", 


One of our members who mixes boating with Rolls Roycing is Geoff Tait also 
of Brisbane who has a very nice dark blue and black 20 h.p. saloon with a 
certain dignified Harwin and Strachanish look to it, He hasn't really explained 
to our satisfaction why he failed to annear at Nerang for our first picnic run 
- obviously a fellow who allows himself to be marooned on a mud bank in Moreton 
Bay on such an important day has simply no choice at all =— the "Wawoon" must 
be sold} His twenty is really very sweet indeed and in excellent condition — 
as evidenced by the rolling test at Murwillumbah where it, far from stopping 
at the intended tape, disappeared practically out of sight. An admirable effort. 


Gordon Skillington, an old India hand, at one stage recently had cuite a 
stable ~ Rolls Rovce, Sunbeam, Itala, lumber and Irish Setter, hut has now 
settled for the Ghost, Snipe and of course "Lassie". Much more manageable. 

He has a 1924 four wheel Ghost saloon, rather deceptively made to look somewhat 
like a Pl. For a long time it had frustrated all efforts to start, but after 
David McPhee, Gordon and I spent a week trying most things, and during which we 
learnt a lot about Henry Royce's patent carburettors, and drank copious 
quantities of Mrs. Skillington's tea, it delighted us all by responding in the 
best traditions. 


It is really a good looking saloon, hawthorn green with a black travelling 
trunk and red upholstery and with plenty of steam - with six spark plugs she 
chases my car up the hills and so when the magneto is operating she ought to 
leave me for dead. 


Grahame Wilkinson has a very handsome 1913 40/50 touring car which has 
been in his family since 1928. It has a more modern body dating from this 
time but still has the original wooden wheels, and Grahame intends building 
and ‘fitting a replica of the original body. He took part in this year's 
veteran car run to Toowoomba and had the distinction of carrving General and 
Mrs. Wade who dressed for the part and seemingly had a wonderful time. He also 
invites the envy of all of us, because he only pays £2 a year registration, while 
we poor vintage people, of course, are absolutely paunered every year — in fact 
Silver Ghost owners in Queensland, as operators of vehicles which unladen weigh 
more than two ton are even liable to pay road tax} We keep this very dark 
however. 


We have another architect owner, Stan Merquie-Kyle, and he has acquired 
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a Silver Ghost utility plus the chassis and various bits and pieces, including 
steel disc wheels, of an ex=armqured.car. He has auite a large block of land 
which is steadily filling up with pieces of vintage car, and is presently 
restoring a duck-tailed Alvis — getting his hand in for the Ghost — and the 
meticulous attention displayed here augers extremely well for a 40/50 a few 
years hence. 


These are by no means all the Rolls Royces in Oueensland, but only the ones 
that I know well, There are several Silver Clouds, a few Phantom 1s, inelud- 
ing a chassis owned by Frank Barnett, awaiting a body to replace one burnt 
when the car was garaged just after a complete overhaul by Rolls Royce; there 
are several more Ghosts, Dawns and at least one more 20/25, while Mr.F.¥.Clifford 
of Kalbar has a Silver Wraith. 


All owners are very keen and there is an excellent chance that in the near 
future, we will have more members in the Club and then, who knows, perhaps even 
a Queensland Branch, 


POST MORTEM OF A LOST WEEK-END, 
written by G.Soderland interpreted by F.Meek 


Engine temperature 75°, louvres, four notches open, oil pressure steady at 
23, amp metre 0 to -3, hand throttle 3 notches above idling, spark at 2/3rds. 
and slowly advancing, time by Smiths instrument panel clock 12.46. We had 
just been given the nod to charge off in the Alvis Car Club 200, The day, 
Saturday October 7th, driver Soderland, passenger —- navigator Meek, the car 
20 H.P. touring limousine, coachwork by Barker. 


From the start at Belmore Park, Parramatta, our first leg required us to 
travel to Cecil Park via Toongabbie, there to ascertain, of all things, the 
number of a certain telephone booth. From there, due to the navigator, 3 hours 
of my sleeping time (taken by scrubbing wire spoked wheels with a tooth brush) 
were lost in 14 miles of mud, slime and ooze. 


The next section took us to Cobbity via Mulgoa, Wallacia, Lluddenham and 
some reference point called Bringelly, which when passed at 50 myp,h. becomes 
invisible, In my opinion, whilst Meek raved on about facts, figures, times, 
drew maps, lost positions and located controls, all entailing quite lengthy 
calculations, it was all very interesting, but to me did not prove anything. 
As the Eucalyptus Citriodora and Jacaranda Mimosafolia were in flower, my 
crosseyed attention was needed elsewhere, 


At Bargo, out next control, we had to take part in a special slow-fast 
running test using top gear only. For once I feel my dear Charllotte excelled 
herself. After a stop for nourishment (41b. Westons Flora Dora's and two 
Granny Smith apples) a steady forty miles per hour brought us to our next stop 
at Bowral via the scenic drive. We waited several minutes for the control to 
be ae - after which we were checked in, (They were late - we were not too 
early. 


The special test at this control was to judge the clearance of the left 
hand front wheel between two rows of several low objects. The consoling 
point of my efforts in this test was the fact that seven of the said objects 
were small cartons of sand and not babies heads. 
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WAGGA 1961 — A reminder of the splendid 
line-up at the last Federal Meeting 
You should plan to join us at Mildura in June 


Adrian and Sandra Would like to wish you 
lots of torque at slow speeds this Christmas 
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The finishing point outside the Bowral Hotel revealed an odd collection of 
vintage and post vintage thoroughbreds. Besides our 20 there were two nost 
war two litre Alvis's, a very late model Lagonda saloon, its sister, a drop 
head coupe, a Triumph Gloria saloon somewhere in the 30's, several 12/50 
Duckback Alvis's in various stages of restoration, repair or destruction, a 
large double base under which burbled a 23/R0 Vauxhall, the ex. K.M.Ball 14/40 
Sunbeam, a beautifully restored P-type M.G. and a "Redwings" Riley 12 tourer, 
which we were informed had had the present reconditioned engine installed only 
the previous week-end. 


The Saturday evening's usual social revelry (have you ever sung to a 
double bass, guitar and non pleying player piano?) was preceeded by a showing 
of colour slides and films, many of them being of Rolls Royces. 


Next morning we were treated to viewing the magnificent landscaped gardens 
of the Bowral homes as part of the first section cf the day. Then we proceeded 
to Dapto via. Macquarie Pass. 


From here our instructions told us the scenery in this area was particularly 
picturesnue and the time factor for the section indicated we should slow down 
and enjoy it, however, visibility on Macquerie Pass was reduced to a bare 
minimum with fog mist and fine drizzle. 


The last long climb was up Mt. Kiera from Wollongong. Here I must boast 
that with Radiator louvres fully open, mixture on normal, my dear Charllotte 
made the complete ascent in third gear and the engine temperature did not at any 
time exceed 75°, 


At the Douglas Park Control we had to wake the Officials who were busy 
sleeping off the effects of "the morning after the night before". The finish 
was at Camden and the temperature being what it was, a few ales from the Crown 
completed yet another interesting week-end. 


NOTES ON OVERHAULING SILVER GHOST STEERING 
by Jim Cooper 


Recommended procedure: 


1. Remove brackets supporting column to dash, and chassis (latter if 'C' or 'D! 
type steering). 


2. Remove four nuts attaching stationary steering column to steering box. 


3. Remove ignition switch coupling, plate, spring an d switch core from extreme 
bottom of steering box, also switch box casing (brass). 


4, Remove three control levers (beneath steering box) and cage assembly 
connected therewith (be sure to adjust the stop screws on the box before 
re-assembly, to prevent sideplay), and withdraw the long control tubes,. 


5. Remove steering wheel. (2bolts and 1 flat key). 


6, Remove inspection cover and note position of spring and oil plate washer at 
inside lower end of box {they are secured by control tube), 


7. Remove switch operating rod and knob from top of column, then remove control 
mechanism, consisting of al] controls (stationary tube, ignition tuhe, 
governor tube and carburettor control tube). 
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8. Withdraw steering worm tube from steering box by pulling upwards and 
roteting anticlockwise (the worm unscrewing from the bronze nut in the box) 
and lift out complete steering column assembly. 


3.. Remove steering lever from side steering tube (immediately below box). A 
sharp knock may be necessary here. 


iC, Remove split pin and nut which secures steering box to engine mounting - 
box can then be removed, after some skilful manipulation. 


ll. Dismantle steering box — but FIRST be sure to mark position of steering 
lever on rocking shaft splines (I was not careful on 40 YB in this regard, 
and had to fit box three times to obtain correct position on spline). 

(a) Remove steering lever from splines 

(b) Remove ball race cover on near side of box. 

(c) Remove split pin and circular nut from near side of rocking shaft. 

(d) Remove bolts and nuts securing two halves of steering box and separate. 

(e) If roller bearings remain in box, it may be necessary to remove them 
by hydraulic pressure, as striking may tend to crack the aluminium 
box casing. 

(f) Remove locking washers and hexagonal set screws on each fork of rocking 
shaft, the bronze steering nut can then be slid from shaft, 

(g) Remove steel 'cheese' from each cylindrical recess in sides of steering 
after first inspecting for wear. 


12. Inspect steering box for wear. 

(a) Steering nut on worm (this is stated to be adjustabtd by removing four 
clamping bolts and slightly reducing faces of nut) the nut being 
manufactured in two halves. 

(b) Fitting of cheeses into bronze nut (this is where the majority of wear 
in my chassis had occurred) fit new nut if available, or have recesses 
for cheeses bushed and turned out to fit. 


(ce) 2 roller bearings, LS 10 and LS 12 (I replaced hoth owing to wear). 


18, Dismantle steering worm tube and thrust race bearings (at top of stationary 
steering column). 

(a) Undo check nut with "C" spanner, remove rain cover, knurled ball race 
cover, being careful to catch ball bearings as they are released. 

(b) Steering worm tube complete with bearings can then be withdrawn from 
stationary steering column. 

(c) The thrust race, located half way up the steering worm tube, consists 
of four ball races (2 each inner and outer) and loose ball bearings 
(approximately 40). Each race buts on to a flange on the steering 
worm tube and takes the thrust from the worm as the steering wheel 
is turned either way. The knurled adjustment is merely for tight- 
ening of the. bearings and provides a little adjustment in the steering 
box ~ there being only one correct setting for the thrust races ~ 
tighten up fully by hand and back off (approximately a quarter of a 
turn) until rotating freely. Over-tightening may result in damage 
to bearing surfaces. 

(d) Inspect the thrust bearing cones and ball bearings for pitting (mine 
were badly pitted and were replaced with identical parts from 15 RM 
1924 fittings proving same as those on 40 YB — year 1914), 


14, Clean all parts and re-assemble in reverse order. 


Provided you are able to bring the steering of your Silver Ghost back to 
new condition, it is a rewarding experience, especially as it is generally 
recepted that the front end and brakes are the most important safety aspects 
of our cars. 
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Jack Custerson's 1934 20/25 H.P. 
which is described on the following page 


SILVER GHOST STEERING 
left - centre thrust bearings 
right - steering box assembly 
2 steering nuts are shown 
1 with,and 1 without cheese 
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JACK CUSTERSON'S 1933-34 20/25 H.P. 


Chassis No, GTZ 24 
Coachwork Hooper 
Engine 6 cylinder 34" bore x 44" stroke, 34 litres, 25,3 H.P. 


OWNER'S STORY 


I acquired this car from club member Norman Carter in 1957 and have used 
it ever since as my family's only transport. The previous owners were Miss 
\.J.Hunter of Toorak and Mr,Norman Clapperton of Euroe - (the latter heing an 
R.R. owner of many years standing, who even now runs a four wheel brake Silver 
Ghost utility truck). 


The Hooper body, which is described as "Continental Touring Seloon", is 
of light construction with aluminium panels, and the total weight is 37 cwt, 
In my spare time I have stripped all all paintwork, and enamelled the mudguards 
black, The body is still bare aluminium with a black finishing line, but one 
day I will complete the task and have it all enamelled, 


The interior trim and brown leather upholstery are still in good order, 
There are tool recesses under each bucket seat and the rear seat can be folded 
for sleeping. The sunshine roof is still weatherproof, and there is an 
inbuilt luggage rack. 


Many hours have been spent in restoring to their pristine lustre the solid 
cedar and Itelian walnut veneer instrument panel and door and window fittings. 
This is a task which really repays the proud owner who wishes to improve the 
rain damaged French polishing, 


Mechanical work has been done as finance permits, the bearings taken up, 
new valves, guides and springs fitted and the head ported and polished. The 
result was greatly improved compression and performance. 


A new silencer was fitted, clutch relined, universal joint restored with 
new parts and the magneto, generator, coil and starter motor were all over- 
hauled and rewound, 


My 20/25 hes attended many club outings. Among the highlights was its 
participation in tow inter-club reliability trials in 1958 when driver and 
passengers all had an excellent time, This ancient warrior unditched a Ford, 
but in doing so almost burned out the clutch. Tan Banks, a versatile club 
member came to the rescue and showed his ingenuity by borrowing a bull dozer 
driving it many miles, and towing both cars to safety. Moral = no towing 
with a doubtful clutch, 


On the other occasion, Fred Robinson acting as navigator showed his skill 
by guiding the car into a favourable position in a field of 36 entries, the 
majority of which were post-war cars. 

Although this car has done 169,000 miles, it has become almost a member 


of my family and I hope to have it for many years to come, 
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DR. PYE'S 1913 SILVER GHOST 
A description by David Davis 


Chassis 2519 
Engine No. 267 


Mr. Bert Ward invited me out to the York Motors Service Station recently 
to see what he called "the most original veteran Ghost" he knew of. The car 
was in for a brake re-line and check over, before it made the several hundred 
mile journey to Scone and the home of its present owner, 


The car was manufactured late in 1913 and delivered to Dr.Langlow Johnson, 
a Macouarie Street skin specialist. It took the form of a roadster, accommod— 
ating two in luxury, The Coachbuilder was Vanden Plas and from the coachwork 
still on the car, it must have been very smart for I913, Domed guards are 
fitted which have a decided vintage look - they are however, original, The 
scuttle has a delightful set of curves to it and generally makes the car appear 
smaller than it actually is, from the front that is, The back of the body was 
removed some time ago and replac ed but the mudguards, running boards and bonnet 
are all complete. 


Dr. Johnson kept a man solely for the purpose of cleaning the car until 
his death in the early forties. Every possible unit was polished. The exhaust 
anc manifolds were blackened, even the aluminium undershields were polished. 


Mechanically the car is absolutely original except for a reduction of wheel 
size, The original head and side lamps are still fitted and are powered by the 
original Edison accumulators fitted to the car when new. No starter motor is 
fitted, The 1913 instruments are worth a mention. These are located under 
the scuttle between the driver's and passenger's feet and rise up out of the 
floor supnorted by a central tube through which run all wires and drives etc. 
neeessary for the operation of the instruments. The instruments themselves are 
grouped at the top of this central support in 4 leafed clover fashion, the 
whole unit giving the impression of a Christmas tree. Dr.Johnson always had 
the car maintained by Rolls Royce agents up until 1942, Firstlv by Rolls 
Royce Ltd,, then by Dalgety's Limited and then by Appleby and Ward, Since 
Dr.Johnson s death, the car has done very little work and has not been touched 
mechanically, The car has as far as service is concerned, never broken down. 
An interesting sidelight to the car's mechanical histcry is the spare front 
spring which is carried in specially constructed brackets over the petrol tank, 
Mr. Ward told me that Rolls Royce Ltd., fitted this is 1918 as they did to 
all their Australien cars because of the shocking roads with which the country 
was cursed and which often caused front spring failure on the Silver Ghost 
along with the majority of other makes, 


Dr.Johnson, on his death left the cer to his nephew and shortly afterwards 
it passed onto a Doctor Wearner who, it is understood removed the rear body 
portion in order to fit a station waggon body but this never eventuated and 
the rear was lpter rebuilt to a single seater again but alas, in nothing like 
the manner it originally was built. 


About two years ago, Doctor Pye of Scone purchased the car and is its 
present owner. When the vork at York Motors is finished, it will live in 
semi-retirement, no doubt giving pleasure to its present owner and all who see 
and ride in it, 
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1907 Silver Ghost 
waiting to be 
bought for &35 
from breakers yard. 
Towing it home. 

The 1920 body had 
been sawn off 
‘behind the front 
seat, 


The body cost £6 

at another scrap-yard. 
We took it home in 
Father's 16/80 Laconda 


THE MODEL THAT MADE 'THE NAME‘ 
A 1907 CAR FROM MANCHESTER 
by Adrian Garrett 


Chassis No. 588 
Coachwork Gladiator, London 
Engine 6 cylinder, 44" bore x 44" stroke 7.046 litres 


OWNER'S ACCOUNT 


This car, chassis No, 588 was the 50th of the new 40/50 H.P. tyne to be 
delivered. It was despatched from the workshop at Cooke Street, Manchester 
on 24th November, 1907 after tests during which the average fuel consumption 
was recorded in the Rolls-Royce records as 18 m.p.g. The test route for new 
cars included the long winding hill climb up to the Cat and Fiddle inn, 
Derbyshire — a route which had to be accomplished in direct drive. At this 
‘pub! the test drivers used to meet for a "pint" and even today there hangs 
in the bar a picture taken in 1907 of four 40/50's gathered outside the 
Cat and Fiddle and including the original Silver Ghost (chassis 551, the 13th 
produced) driven by Claude Johnson. 


Chassis 588 was the last of the '500' type and the first to have the new 
frame with } elliptic rear springs and the shallow—drop in the front arle. 
The steering rake was 'B' position; the axle ratio was 24x65 and the spares 
included new pistons, cam wheels and a propellor shaft. The car was at once 
shipped to India and was not returned to England until 1920, after the death 
of the Governor. Little is known about the early history of the car in India 
or after the return to England except that a new body was fitted in 1920 and 
it was owned by a family in the ‘home counties' until it found its way to a 
scrap yard at Fremington near Barnstaple, North Devon, about 1936, 


It was in April, 1952 whilst with the Royal Navy at Plymouth, Devon, that 
I decided to buy my first car. I only had £40, so the search was confined to 
the fifty odd breakers yards in S.W. England. I decided to buy the oldest 
and most powerful vehicle still in good mechanical order. Upon locating this 
old Silver Ghost, I recognised it at once as being identical to that shown in 
the frontpiece of The Montague Motor Book - a book I had been given as a small 
boy by my parents who could never have anticipated the interest it would rouse. 


Buying the car was just a hard business deal. The man swore the old 
Rolls was no earlier than 1920 and that it was driven into his yard before the 
war, and that he could sell the brass and aluminium for £35, I said it was 
not worth half as much because it had been left to rust for 15 years, the 
engine was seized up, the tyres were bald and in any case the wooden wheels 
were a sure sign that it was older than he made out. The truth of the matter 
was that £35 was a little more than I could afford —- it only left £5 to get 
tyres and everything else needed before I would have my first motor car on the 
road. Reluctantly I wrote out a chenue for the full amount and'arranzed to 
tow it home the following weekend. 


The next dey I met a Veteran Car Club friend, Dick Barton and told him 
what I had done. In one-sentence he informed me that I had paid far too wench, 
that I was a fool, and that he would offer me double the price! Dick was to 
provide much encouragement and friendly advice during the months of hard work 
that followed. 


We pumped up the tyres and not without further trouble towed the Rolls 
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home, at considerable speed behind my father's 16/80 Lagonda. Within an hour 
of getting the car into the Engineering College, we had jumped on the starting 
handle to free the pistons, put Reddex in the cylinders, fuel in the tank and 
for the first time in 15 years of exposure to the English weather, she started 
on the magneto. The carburettor was in need of a complete overhaul but apart 
from this and a good clean and oiling no major mechanical work was needed. 

Not till after 5,000 miles of motoring did I completely strip everything 

down and then it was only to ‘de-coke' and find out why she was going so welll. 


RESTORATION 


The body on the car at the time of purchase was an H.J.Mulliner torpedo 
tourer, which had been sawn off behind the front seat and all the timber of 
which had rotted. After much searching I purchased for six pounds from 
another scrap-yard, a double-phaeton body off a 1906 Gladiator. This was 
quite a lucky find and I took it home in the back of the Lagonda much to the 
astonishment of passing motorists. The whole of my next leave I spent 
searching the car breakers yards collecting lamps, horns, speedometer and 
most important of all -— leather for the upholstery. I should explain that my 
enthusiasm was stronger than my bank account‘and new leather was far too costly. 
The solution was to buy for £12 an old Minerva hearse from which I removed the 
leather and with some assistance of an old upholsterer transfered it to the 
Gladiator body. 


Fitting the body to the chassis had its problems. It was eight inches 
too short and five inches too narrow so with a large saw we cut it in half and 
thence in cuarters, just behind the rear doors. In addition to some of the 
timber frame, all the steel panels in body had to be replaced with aluminium,. 
I diseovered that curving sheet aluminium in two directions at the same time 
takes a little practice. New mudguards and running boards, a new aluminium 
dash and a bonnet with hundreds of copper rivets kept me occupied most 
evenings and weekends until August, 2nd, 1952, three and a half months after 
buying, when we were ready for road trials. 


My friends in the Navy who helped with much of the hard work used to join 
me on weekend trips -— 240 miles to London and back late Sunday night. I recall 
hazzards of rain and fog which never seemed to daunt us although we had a crew 
of 5 and 2 wheel brakes. On one trip a policeman waved us down because we 
had no lights, He seemed cuite surprised when I asked for a match and told 
him that the wind kept blowing them out. 


A few months later we investigated the mechanical side and as mentioned 
earlier found very little wear. The engine had never been re-bored and did 
not need it. The bearings were tight and apart from a good clean and a 
valve-grind the remaining work consisted of replecing a few missing eomponents, 
On completion an average fuel consumption of 18 m.p.g. was once again obtained, 
During the valve grind operation I decided to remove the two 1/8 inch thick 
decompression plates from under the cylinder blocks and thus increase the 
compression ratio to 3.2 to l. I understand that the fuel availsble in 
Bengal was not good enough for such high-compression cars. 


DETAILS OF DESIGN 


Some of the technical features of this car are worthy of a mention. 
With a bore and stroke of 44 inches (114.29 m.m.) the six cylinder 40/50 
engine has a swept volume of 7.046 litres and an R.A.C. rating of 48.6, The 
maximum b.h.p. of 48 is developed at the relatively low engine speed of 
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Engine of 588, Note the priming cock for 
cold mornings, the single water outlet and 
the early carburettor and throttle design 
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The 1906 Gladiator 
body which Adrian 
Garrett made longer 
and wider to fit 
his 1907 S.G. 


First Day on the 
road, unfinished 
and unpainted 
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1,200 r.p.m. The main characteristic is quiet slow running engine with a speed 
range of 180 to 1800 r.p.m. 


A four speed box is fitted with direct drive in third and an overdrive 
"sprint gear", The overall ratios are Ist. 7.67 to 13 2nd. 4.51 to 13 3rd 
2.708 to 13 4th. (indirect) 2,174 to 1 and reverse 9.93 to l. Another factor 
having an important effect on performance is the low weight, 22 cwt. for the 
chassis and less than 30 ewt. for the complete car. These factors combined 
with provision for the driver to adjust the spark and the mixture to suit the 
gradient account for the low fuel consumption, A gradient indicator is provided 
on the dash. The sprint gear can be used at speeds over 30 and emits, a high 
pitched whine. This disturbed Claude Johnson, the man responsible for 
marketing "the silent car", and at the end of 1909 the overdrive was no longer 
available. 


The Silver Ghost has six cylinders cast in two groups of three. The 
cylinder head is not removab}Je but above the side-by-side inlet and exhaust 
valves of 1.925 inches diameter are removable valve caps in the centre of which 
the sparking plugs are located: Coil over inlet, magneto over exhaust. Dual 
ignition was adopted. The carburettor is mounted on the other side of the 
engine where there is ample room for its controls and connections. 


The engine was of advanced design for 1907, There are seven crankshaft 
nain bearings each with nositive transverse location of bearing caps. The 
pins and journals were paralled, bored for pressure lubrication from a gear 
type oil pump located outside the sump, which runs practically dry with the 
prescribed 1 gallon of oil. A maze of copper pipes delivers the oil not only 
to front, centre and rear main bearings, but also to the camshaft drive and by 
special injection to the cylinder walls when the throttle is opened. Another 
refinement in the lubrication system is the controlled oil leak from the drilled 
crankshaft to the clutch lining, governed by a small valve which releases a 
small csuantity of oil at each depression of the clutch pedal. So effective is 
this mechanism that the clutch resuires no additional lubrication and to this 
day is silky smooth although I never leave the car with the pedal depressed. 


The tappets are actuated by roller followers to eliminate side thrust and 
ensure silent running. The adjustable tappet heads and valve stems are exposed 
to the dirt of the road and require regular cleaning but despite 50 years of 
service there is not excessive clearance in the valve guides. The original 
valves have been ground—in from time to time but show no sign of wear and still 
seat near the bottom of their face, The cast iron pistons are fitted with four 
plain cast iron rings each with an expander ring underneath it. The pistons 
were weighed and balanced to fine limits. The piston heads are slightly domed. 


The magneto ignition is by Bosch. The coil ignition is provided by a 
4 volt trembler coil mounted on the dash. High tension distribution is used 
and although a condensor is fitted the capacity is not auite right and it is 
still necessary to reverse the battery connection to avoid build un on the 
trembler points. Starting "on the switch" is 90% certain when the 
been running and is still warm, On two occasions I have left the car overnight 
and it has held its compression so that simply by turning on the ignition, the 
old lady hes lept into life. 


The petrol tank is located uncer the front seat. The tank is pressurised 
but no nechanical pump is provided. A small copper pipe from the exhaust 
manifold used to be connected to the top of the petrol tank and provide pressure 
to eject the fuel. Fine Wire gauze was provided to prevent the flames entering 
the tank and consenuent ejection of passengers. The small pipe rejoined the 
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exhaust pipe just before the cut-out. I have not been brave enough to try out 
this system as I understand that Mr.Royce was not altogether satisfied and 
discontinued it in 1908, 


There is no crankshaft vibration damper on this car. Although experimente 
were being carried out on a 30 H.P. car of 1905, the 40/50 H.P. was not fitted 
with a damper until 1911. The propeller shaft is open with front and rear 
universal joints. The cumulative effect of slight wear all along the transmi- 
ssion is worse than I would like but befow tackling this I hope to hear of 
someone who has found a successful remedy. Many have tried. 


There are no shock absorbers.. On the smooth roads of England I obtained 
adeqnusete damping by leaving the spring~ leaves dry. Copious quantities of 
graphite grease are however, needed in Australia and this is protected from the 
dust by a set of leather "spéts",. The ride can only be described as one of 
great comfort, If you sit in the back seat it is not possible to reach the 
back o f the front seat with your toes. 


A windscreen wiper is fitted which moves transversly, wiping every corner 
of the screen and what is more wiping both the outside and inside. This device 
never goes wrong for the simple reason that it is operated by hand. 


The brakes operate on the two rear wheels and it is only fair to say that 
the driving technique has to be adjusted to suit their capabilities. One can, 
however, auite definitely slow down. Thereafter, special brake linings, with 
coefficient of friction increasing with heat, have the reverse effect to brake 
fade and one has to ease the brake lever to avoid locking the wheels, The 
normal driving brake is operated by the outside hand lever and the foot brake 
is available for emergencies, working only on the transmission, 


The car has wooden wheels and 895 x 135 beaded edge tyres which are run 
65 p.s.i. A thin wedge fitted between the front axle and the springs has 
overcome a tendancy to wheel wobble and made the steering absolutely safe at 
all speeds. The maximum speed of the car is an honest 65, The comfortable 
crusing speed is about fifty and on long trips one averages slightly over 40, 
In modern traffic conditions it is not desirable to drive on the governor but 
if used any modest constant speed can be maintained, the throttle being opened 
automatically when one domes to e hill. 


In conclusion, I must say that there is no car of any age that I would 
exchange for "The White Ghost". It was my first car and I hope it will be 
my last although I am quite ready to enjoy many others in between, Together 
we have made many friends, 


THE WHITE GHOST 


40/50 H.P. of 1907 with bore and stroke of 44 inches 
Originally supplied to the Governor of Bengal 
Now restored and owned by your editor, 
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Sir Swinfen Eady's 10-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce car filled with 
a Hewer cabriolet body with an easily operated  itcod 
and extension. 


108 


